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he Prosodic Discrepancy Between the Authenticity of the
Narrative and the Integrity of the Meaning: A Critical Prosodic
Study in the Poetry of Imru® al-Qais
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Department of Arabic Language. College of Arts, Taif University,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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Abstract:

This study delves into the verses of Imru’ al-Qais that exhibit
musical irregularities, focusing particularly on those narratives
for which alternative, prosodically accurate versions exist. It
critically examines these verses through a prosodic lens to identify
and elucidate the manifestations of prosodic discrepancies and
their underlying causes. Subsequently, the study undertakes a
critical analysis of these verses within their poetic context to
discern and favor the version most aligned with the intended
meaning the poet sought to convey through his composition. The
study culminates in several significant findings, chief among them
being that prosodic accuracy alone is insufficient to validate a
narrative's authenticity. Moreover, musical irregularities, in
certain contexts, may serve as a more potent vehicle for expressing
the poet's intended meaning as shaped by the surrounding poetic
context. It is worth mentioning that Imru’ al-Qais’s poetry is rich
in multiple poetic music and diverse metrical formations. Why
not, he is a first-class poet, or rather at the head of the first class,
due to the abundance of his production and the sweetness of his
music. However, the research identified some errors that this poet
fell into, such as pronunciation or the like. The narration was the
cause of this error, which made me define the title of the research
as (The metrical error between the correctness of the narration
and the integrity of the meaning, a critical metrical study of Imru’
al-Qais's poetry). The importance of the study is that it reached
something unusual in Imru’ al-Qais's poetry, as the critic does not
Imagine that Imru’ al-Qais had fallen into this error in his poetry,
and thus the seriousness and importance of the study. The
importance of the study also goes back to the evocation of Imru’
al-Qais's poetry and its participation in modern life. Some
researchers may think that Imru' al-Qais's law has perished in
research, however, his poetry is rich in multiple techniques worthy
of research and knowledge. In this study, | followed the
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descriptive and analytical approach based on describing the
phenomenon, analyzing it and studying it critically, highlighting
the suitability of the musical aspect with the context.

The study reached several results, the most important of which
are: that prosodic correctness is not sufficient to be evidence of the
authenticity of the narration, and that musical disturbance may
be more capable of expressing the poet’s intentions depending on
the context in which it is stated.

Keywords: Imru' Al-Qais, Music, Versification, Metrical Defect, Pre-
Islamic Poetry, Metrical Criticism.
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