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Al-Khatt al-Hijazi fi Daw al-Nuqoush al-Sakhriyya al-
Islamiyya al-Mubakkira
Osama bin Abdullah bin Muhammad Al-Qahtani
Department of the History and Heritage of Arabic Calligraphy,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: Osamag.art@gmail.com
Abstract:

The research aims to: provide a rigorous scientific definition of the
Hijazi script by analyzing the statements of historians and
chroniclers, comparing them in light of early Islamic rock
inscriptions, and elucidating the relationship between the
Nabataean script and the Hijazi script on one hand, and between
the Hijazi script and the Kufic script on the other, along with the
resulting implications. It also seeks to clarify the correct methods
for studying the Hijazi script in rock inscriptions and to outline the
scientific methodology used in studying and dating Islamic
inscriptions.

Using an inductive and analytical approach, the research reached
several key findings: the Hijazi script has acquired an esteemed
status due to its close connection with the recording of the divine
revelation and the Prophet's encouragement of learning and
spreading writing among people. It represents one of the most
significant and noble topics in the study of Arabic calligraphy. The
Hijazi script is a direct descendant of the Nabataean script,
especially in its final stage, benefiting greatly from it in terms of
writing practices, letter structures, and aesthetic techniques. The
term "Hijazi script" is a modern concept developed by
contemporary researchers and specialists in the history and
heritage of Arabic calligraphy, although it existed conceptually
among earlier scholars.

The importance of the topic and the reasons for choosing it lie in
the disagreement over defining the Hijazi script, the absence of a
dedicated study on this subject, and the need to clarify the causes
of this disagreement and correct misconceptions.
The research plan necessitated dividing it into an introduction, two
main chapters, and a conclusion as follows:

e Introduction: Includes the significance of the topic and
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reasons for its selection.
o Chapter One: Theoretical Study, with three sections:
o Section One: Historical Origins of the Hijazi Script.
o Section Two: Concept of the Hijazi Script.
o Section Three: The Terminological Issue between the
Hijazi and Kufic Scripts.

e Chapter Two: Applied Study, focusing on the comparison
between the Hijazi and Nabataean scripts in light of some
key rock inscriptions in Saudi Arabia.

e Conclusion: Includes key findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Al-Khatt, Al-Hijazi, Iktashaf, Nashar, Al-Nuqoush al-Sakhriyya.
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